OUR RETREAT MADE EASY             265

making themselves unpleasant. But the
night before he met us he had marched as
usual into a new camping-ground, wholly
ignorant of what had occurred in Manipur,
and to his great surprise had been fired
on. Shortly afterwards fugitives from our
party arrived, and told him that we were
wandering about in the jungle with every
chance of coming to grief before very long,
unless rescued. This news was startling,
to say the least of it, and caused him to
hurry on to our help. When, some miles
away, he heard shots being fired from the
top of the hill, he concluded that we were
not far off, and before long caught sight of
the stockade and arrived in the nick of
time with men, food, and ammunition to
our aid.

The rest of our march was a different
thing to what the commencement had been,
though discomforts were still many and great.
Food was none too plentiful for the Sepoys,
though we did not fare badly, and after